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Total Designated 
Greenfield Area 44,000

Community Area 28,700 100%

Committed Land 15,800 55%

Built 11,500 40%

Draft Approved or better 4,300 15%

Vacant Land 12,800 45%

Employment Area 12,500 100%

Committed Land 2,700 22%

Built 1,700 14%

Draft Approved or better 1,000 8%

Vacant Land 9,800 78%

Uses to be Determined 2,800

2016 Census Population 7,176,000

2031 Population Allocation 9,010,000

2041 Population Allocation 10,130,000

GTHA Land Supply, 2018



GTHA Land Supply, 2018



Growth Plan Changes | Employment



Growth Plan Changes | Targets



Growth Plan Changes | Intensification
“…will support housing choice through the 
achievement of the minimum intensification 
and density targets in this Plan, as well as the 
other policies of this Plan by 
identifying a diverse range and 
mix of housing options and densities, 
including second units and affordable
housing to meet projected needs 
of current and future residents”

Section 2.2.6.1a)i)



Growth Plan Changes | Housing



Growth Plan Changes | Major Transit Station 
Areas

• Allow municipalities to delineate 
larger MTSAs and set targets for 
them in advance of an MCR, 
through the Protected Major Transit 
Station Area tool under the 
Planning Act

• MTSAs are generally to be 
delineated within 400 – 800 metres, 
which represents a 10 minute 
walking distance



Growth Plan Changes | Settlement Area 
Boundary Expansions
• To allow municipalities to expand settlement area boundaries under 

40ha outside the MCR (subject to criteria)
• To allow municipalities to adjust settlement area boundaries outside 

the MCR if there is no net increase in land within settlement areas 
(subject to criteria)

• To eliminate the requirement to de-designate excess lands when 
undertaking settlement area boundary expansions

• To create a more outcome-focused approach to boundary expansions



Growth Plan Changes | Agricultural & Natural 
Heritage System
• Outside of the Greenbelt, the provincial 

mapping of the agricultural land base and 
the Natural Heritage System do not apply 
until implemented in upper-/single-tier 
official plans

• Before provincial mapping is 
implemented in official plans, the Growth 
Plan policies for the Agricultural System 
and the Natural Heritage System will 
apply to municipal mapping 

• Municipalities are allowed to refine and 
implement provincial mapping in advance 
of the MCR



Growth Plan Changes | Rural Settlements
• Defines rural settlements as a 

subset of settlement areas and 
deletes the term undelineated 
built-up areas

• Rural settlements are not part of 
the Designated Greenfield Area 
(DGA)

• Permit rounding out of rural 
settlements in keeping with the 
rural character of the area (and 
other criteria)



Growth Plan Clarifications
1. Population and Employment 

Forecasts in Schedules 3 and 7 
of the Plan are to be used as 
minimums in municipal 
implementation. 

2. Projected demand for 
residential units by type with 
discrete land requirements must 
be included as a first step in a 
revised Land Needs Assessment 
Methodology.



Growth Plan Clarifications (cont.)
3. A Municipal Comprehensive Review can be completed through a 

staged approach with multiple official plan amendments. 
4. Arterial roads do not form part of the Designated Greenfield as they 

form a limit to development and are not available for development.
5. Stormwater Management Facilities do not form part of the 

Designated Greenfield as they are essential supporting 
infrastructure. 

6. Interim settlement expansions (up to 40ha) can be done more than 
once, and multiple expansions can occur to achieve logical 
boundaries and complete communities. 
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Growth Plan Clarifications (cont.)
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Growth Plan Clarifications (cont.)
7. The inner-ring Whitebelt is a 

Future Greenfield Area
8. Update the Delineated Built-Up 

Area (the Built Boundary) to 
include lands built as of 2018. 

9. Update the population and 
employment forecast 
methodology and update 
Schedule 3 with new 2041 and 
2051 forecasts. 



Growth Plan| Major Next Steps

Immediate
• The release of technical backgrounders
• Update the Land Needs Assessment Methodology
• Update to the Built Boundary
Short Term
• Review the methodology for the forecasts contained in Schedule 3
• Consideration of the numerous requests for adjustments to the Provincially 

Significant Employment Zones and initiating a consultation process on the 
long term economic development function of the zones



Implementation of the Growth Plan is 
Delayed



QUESTIONS?
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